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The purpose of this presentat ion is to discuss 
the studies that have focused on undocumented a l iens 
f rom Mex ico , to discuss barriers that inhibit their 
use of mental  heal t h  services ,  and to out line ways in 
whi ch soc i a l  workers empl oyed i n  mental health insti­
tut ions can become act ively involved in helping this 
group . Since 1 900 , immigr at ion to the Uni ted States 
f rom Mexi co has fol l owed a pattern of continuing 
l egal and i l l egal entry ; legal al ien families from 
M�x i co are def ined as those who have been legally ad­
m l t ted to t he U . S . , whereas undocumented f am i l ies 
are t hose res iding i n  the U . S .  who have entered i l l egal· 
l y . Mex ico has suppl ied more immigrants with United 
S t ates working v isas between 1957 and 1966 than any 
o ther country . 1 However , an unknown number of Mexicans 
enter the country i l legal ly ; for example , the AFL-CIO 
est imates the total number of i llegal aliens res iding 
i n  the U . S .  i s  over eight m i l l ion . 2 
The ease and frequency of entry of i llegal aliens 
has three primary causes : two thousand miles o f  con: 
t inuous border i s  difficu l t  to patrol ; 3 procrastinatlOD 
by the U . S .  Congress prevents settl ing the issue of 
Western Hemisphere immigrat ion ; 4 and the lure of em­
p l oymen t  opportunit ies for a poor population l iving 
in a third wor ld country cont inues to exist . If these 
con d i t ions con t inue , the United States can expect a 
cont inui n g  immigration of Mexi can al iens both lega�ly 
and i l l egal l y  5 As a consequence , the service del lv
ery 
syst em o f  heai th and mental health agencies will have 
t o  address themse l ves to the possible availability
 of 
serv ices to  these a l iens .  
Immigr at i on from one country to another can 
cause 
s t ress and disrupt ion to f am i ly l ife of i l legal 
aliens. 
The transfer means the f am i l y  members ' physical an
d 
mental hea.lth are at r i sk . Thus ,  obtaining health
 an�
al wel f are serv ices such as health care ' employm�nt ' soc
l 
wel f are provis ions and adequate housing can lnflu
ence 
t he f am i l y ' s  capabl l i ty for coping i n  another country . 
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I l legal st atus further affect s the men tal health of 
fami l y  memb�rs . The fami ly that has decided to cross 
the border l11egal l y . must  cope with fears of apprehen­s i on by the Immigrat1on and Natural i zat ion Service 
( I NS ) .  Furthermore , the fami l y  i s  vu lnerab l e  to ex­
pl oi tdtion from persons res iding i n  the u . s .  because 
there exists the threat to report the family to the 
INS . 
Jorge Bustamante writes that " t he threat of  appre­
hens ion is always present in the i llegal al ien ' s mind 
and tends to interfere with her or h i s  soci a l  contacts .  u6 
One can speculate that whi l e  immigra t i on may be dis­
rupt ive to family l i fe of all a l i en s , i l l egal st atus 
imposes a nxiet ies whi ch may affect the use of  health 
and wel fare services by i ll egal famil ies . 
Despite the recent attent ion focused on the spec ial 
needs of the Mex i can American , there is  s t i l l  a wide­
spread lack , even among professionals , of a working 
knowledge and understanding of the prob l ems fac i ng 
i l l egal al iens from Mex i co .  What probl ems do undoc­
umen ted Mex i can al iens encounter because of the i r  
i l l egal status? What has been the i r  experiences with 
hea l th and welfare inst itut ions? How can soci al work­
ers assist them with services? The fol lowing sect ions 
describe the studies which have focused on the probl ems 
of t h is group and the i r  experience with inst itut ions 
and explain the service advocacy can provide . 
Re v i ew Of The Li te:r>a tu:r>e 
There are three principle sources of  data ava i l able 
o n  t he illegal Mexican al ien : ( 1 )  migration data , 
( 2 )  arrest records , an d ( 3 )  experiences and interviews 
with al iens . Histor ical l iterature , which is primar i l y  
descriptive , explains background fact ors concerning 
i l legal al i en movement . These studies dea l with 
Mex ico ' s  high birth rate , its economic and empl oyment 
problems , and its dislocated rural populat ion forced 
i n t o  the labor market of the United States . Other 
scholars elaborate on the techn ical revolut ion within 
Mex i co as a dislocat ing factor that pl aces large num­
bers of unemployed rural peasants i n  border areas i n  
search of employment . 7 
A second source of informat ion is arrest records 
as reported by the immigration records of law enforce­
ment agencies . Tim Dagadag conducted a study to de­
t�rmine the place of origin from which illegal al iens 
m�grate . B The sample .
consisted of 3 , 204 selected case 
records of il legal al 1ens seized in the Chula Vista 
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sector o f  Cal i forn i a  f i l ed dur ing a s ix -mont h p e r iod 
On e  f in d i n g  was that most of t he al iens mig rat e d  fr� 
Cen t r al Mex i co . The study a l so f ound that most i l le 
a l i ens were l �w-sk i l led l aborer s searching . for emplo��l m�n t . Two- t h 1 rd s  wer e  s i n g l e  and th e rema1nder mar­r 1 e d . There was no cat egory for s i ng le-paren t famil i The study d i d  not inc lude women who were engaged i n es . emp l o yment .  
Ano t her study , b y  Parker Fr i sbe , focused on a 
20-y e ar l on g i tu d i n a l  anal y s i s of border patrol arrest 9 The p e r iod o f  s tudy was between 1946 and 1965 and 
s .  
the r esu l ts show that t he f low o f  i l legal al i�ns  wa c l e a r l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  changes in the economi c  sta� of agri cu l tural enterpr ises within the two countr iesus 
I t  concluded  t hat " push factors were of greate r  impo;­
t ance  t han pu l l  f actors" and that i l legal al iens were 
not a t t racted t o  the U . S .  but were forced out by  Mexico ' 
econom i c  f actor s . 5 
The l as t source of informat ion comes from s tudies 
u t i l i z i ng data  f rom the i l l egal al iens themselves . 
The s e  reports  consist of  personal interviews w i t h  
apprehended a n d  un apprehended i l legal Mexican a l i ens . 
One o f  t h e  most dar ing  studies , us ing partici p a n t  
observat i on techn iques , was t h e  1969 experiences 
of  Bus t aman t e . 
I n  Jul i an Samora ' s  study of i l legal al iens , a 
research ass i s t ant ( Bus tamante ) working for Samora 
assumed the role of an i l legal al ien . The INS w as 
adv i s ed o f  the  study , but not the details . . 
The r esear� 
ass i s t an t  l e f t  all  h i s  ident ifying papers wlth a letter 
f rom t he d irector  of  the proj ect in the hands o � a 
l awyer i n  a U . S .  border city . The research ass 1s�ant 
went to  Mex i co and assumed the ident ity and beh av 1or 
o f a poor Mex i can . When he reached the �ex ican border , 
ass i s t ance  was g i ven by a smuggler who a1ded a group 
of  i l lega l s  i n  crossing  the border . They were a�
pre­
hended by the  Border Patrol and sent to a deten t
l on 
c en t er A d iary and r esearch notes were sent t o
 
. 
Samora
.
i n  the  f orm o f  letters . Contrary to th e 
f lnd­
i ng s  o f  previous stud ies , Bustamante reported t
hat 
i l lega l s  were att r acted to the U . S .  because . of o p
­
portun i t ies  for  work . The p rocess of cross1ng t
he 
border was d angerous and the i l legal al ien was ex: 
p l a i t ed by t h e  smuggler  and rancher . All  of t h e  
l D­
f o rm an t s  wer e  me n . 
Samor a co l l ected d a t a  from 493 i l legal al i ens  in 
d e tent i on cent ers and i n  the commun i ty . lO  
He con­
c lud�d t h a t  t he movement of  i l l egal aliens was a fac­
tor 1 n crea� ing socia l probl ems in  the United S t ates · . � Samora cons1dered the i l l egal  al ien as creat i ng a sene-
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of probl ems i n  c ommunit ies where they l ived · these 
problems in clude hous ing , publ ic health and
'
welfare 
del iquency , and crime . He also provi ded the h istori cal 
background of i l l egal migrat ion pat terns . A prof ile 
of the illegal alien was presented wi th reasons why 
they immigrat ed i l l egal l y . Al l the informants were 
men . 
The most recent study was condu c t ed by Con suelo 
Lopez . l l She invest igated the d i f ferences i n  fami l y  
adaptat ion between undocumented a n d  resident f am i l i es . 
The des ign was descript ive and exploratory . The two 
hypotheses were : t he presence o f  security wi l l  resu l t  
in res iden t alien s  d emons t ra t i n g  more secu r i t y  i n  s e l f  
and environment t han undocumented al i en s ; and undocu­
mented al ien fam i l ies wi l l  have a l ower f am i l y  rol e 
congruence than will res i dent fami l i es . 
The samp le cons i s t ed of twent y- f ive resi dent and 
twenty- five undocumented fam i l i es chosen from the 
Maravilla Heal th Center in East Los Ange l es . It took 
Lopez a two-year per iod to col lect t he data  as somP. 
al iens were hesitant to be int erv i ewed . The major 
assumption of the  study was that immigrant s  w i l l  un­
dergo a per iod of resoc ial i zat ion t o  meet behav ioral 
expectat ions i n  Amer ica wh ich w i l l  d i f fer f rom those 
of Mex ico . She also i nvest igat ed t he assoc i a t i on 
between the independent var i ab l e  imm i grant st atus and 
the dependent var iables of role congruence and fam i l y 
role confl ict . Some of her conc lus ions were that 
illegal al iens had a strong des i re to rema i n  in  t h i s  
country ; they felt less secure and more a nx i ous than  
resident al iens ; there was no  d i f ference i n  ro l e  
conflict and role congruence in  both group s ; and bot h  
groups accepted egal i t ar i an norms i n  f am i l y  roles . 
Lopez ' s  study d i ffered f rom the others in t hat 
the focus was now on the family u n i t  as opposed to 
single men imm igrating . She d i d  not go i n  depth as 
to the type of wel fare serv ices used by both groups 
but only inc luded parks , school s ,  and insurance p l ans . 
Another l imitat ion was not inqu i r i ng as to the t ype of 
support ive serv i ces the informal network gave in t ime 
of need . The samp l e  was drawn from a hea l t h  cen t er 
indicat i ng that both groups knew how to use health 
resources . 
Whereas Lopez concentrat ed on t he f am i ly dynamics , 
Ramon Salcido i nves t igated the use of servi ces and 
measured perce ived s tress . Sal c ido ' s  study examined 
the use of formal  and i nformal community servi c es 
between document e d  and undocumented a l i en f am i l i es . l 2  
The al i en s ' exper i ences were v i ewed within  a soc ial 
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system perspect ive which focused upon t he external 
s ys tems of the economy communit y ,  and service ins t itu t ions . The sample con�isted of twenty- f ive documented­
f emale a l iens and twenty-f ive u ndocumented female al i f rom Mex ico . ena 
Th e  data ind icated that undocumented al i ens have 
f ewer e conomic resources and les s  educat ion than 
documented al iens . And there was less use of heal th 
and wel f are serv ices among the undocumented group 
Bot h  docume n t ed and undocument ed aliens made use �f 
n etwork for serv ices . None of these studies h 
the 
d e t ect and de f in e  barr i ers wh ich prevent the ' un�����r , 
me nted f rom max imiz ing the ir u s e  of mental health 
serv i ces . 
A d v o aaay Serv i a e s : A Mode Z For Men ta Z  Hea Z t h  
Advocacy can b e  div i d ed into four areas of prac­
t i ce : ( 1 )  fami l y  advocacy , in which the social worker 
represents an i n d iv idual or f am i l y ; Hugh et al . r ecom­
mend t hat the agency r epresentat ive f ight the bat t l e 
w i t h  t h e  system , with th e u l t imat e goal of showin g  the 
c l i en t  o r  f am i l y  bow to f ight its own batt les ; l3 ( 2 ) 
c ommu n i t y  advocac y , in wh ich a board or staff of an 
a g e n c y  t akes c o l l ect ive act ion to change a condit i on 
a f f ec t i ng t he l ives of the agency ' s  cl ients ; ( 3 ) 
l eg i s l at ive advo cac y , wh ich refers to " any indivi dual, 
agency , or organ i zat ion wh ich attempts to influenc e  
the course o f  a b i l l  o r  other l eg i s l at ive measure , "  
a c c o r d i n g  to Pat t i  and Deal ; l4 ( 4 ) ombudsmanship , the 
l east f am i l i ar o f ·  advo cacy func� ions , which "controls 
and r egu l a tes the impersonal , frequently unjust , o p­
erat i o n s  o f  l arge bureaucracies such as governmen t  
department s , un ivers i t ies , correct ional inst itut ions , 
and we l fare agenc i e s . " l 5  
Soc i a l workers engaged in mental health serv i c e s  
must be capab l e  o f  u s i n g  a l l  four i ntervent ions ( or , 
a combi nat i o n  o f  the four wh ich best fits the cl i ent 5 
� i tuat i o n ) to ass i s t  the undocumen t ed a l ien . As mem­
-bers o f  a mental h e a l  t b  t eam , soc ial workers posse
ss e 
the know l edge and pro f e s s ional ski l l s needed to e nga
g 
i n  advoc ac y . 
Th e  advocacy program shou l d  i ncorporate some bas
i� 
p r i nc i p le s  as par t o f  s ervice del ivery . Central to 
t 
e 
concep t  of advocacy i s  that the undocumented have 
l e g�l and consumer r ights . Hence , advocates must view 
the 1 r undocumented cl i e n t s  as ord inary consumers , 1 regardless o f  their backgrounds or ages .  An ins eparab e coro l l ary is the assumpt ion o f the human rights of e ach c l ient . Show ing respect t o  ind ividual s regard-
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less of their cul tu ral background i s  an 1· n t  · · t 
· d 1 ·  r1ns1c par of s erv1ce e 1ve:y ,  and the goal of the advocacy s stem shou l d be to prov1d7 humane treatment and emot ional
y 
support for each c l 1 en t , a s  wel l  as speci f i c  informa­
tion . 
Another pri n c iple o f  advocacy i s  the provi s ion of 
an env ironment conduc ive to the phys i c a l , i n tel lectual , 
and emotional wel l-be i ng of the undocumented within 
t h e  health care ins t i tu t ion . I f  t h e  i n s t i tut ion 
creates an envi ronment i n imical t o  the wi l l -being o f  
the undocumented pat i en t , t h e  advocate should not i fy 
the proper authori t i es within the i ns t i tut ion . Main­
t a i n ing maximum contact between the men t a l  hea l t h  
inst itution and the commu n i t y  compr i s es t h e  l as t  and 
encompass ing principle of advocacy serv i ce , because 
the isolat ion of mental health  person n e l  f rom the 
Mex i can community they serve has been a maj or factor 
i n  p revent ing e ffect ive de l ivery of serv i c e s  t o  that 
conununi ty . 
Barriers 
The appl icat ion of these pract ices and p r i n c i p les 
of advocacy would serve to mit igate some o f  the prob l ems 
wh i ch have been ident ified in the review of the l i t er ­
ature . Barriers can be conceptual i zed i n  three dis­
t inct dimensions wh ich inh ibi t  the u t i l i za t i on of 
men t al health serv ices by undocumented al iens : prob l ems 
w i th in the individual ; obstac les in the env i ronment ; 
and barriers wi thin the ins t i tut ion . Lack o f  educa­
t ion , unfamiliarity with mental health  servi ces , and 
negative percept ions of inst i tut ions are the probl ems 
wh i ch inhibit the undocumented from using mental 
hea l th services . The obstacles i n  the environmen t are 
r e s t r ict ive el igibil ity requ irements , i nsens i t iv i ty to 
Mex ican cultural values , and communication prob l ems . 
Th e Individual  
Counsel ing and consumer educat ion are two direct 
forms of service the social worker can provide to the 
undocumented to make the most effect ive use of serv i ces . 
Counsel ing should provide informat ion on what mental  
health serv ices are available and to what degree they 
can be of benef i t . Counsel ing should a lso descr ibe 
i nst itutional procedures and hospital procedures wh ich 
are not understood because of language differences . 
Too often , this group is not famil iar with what mental 
health serv ices i s  about . All necessary information 
must be conveyed i n  a cl ear and concrete manner , with­
out condescens ion . 
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Th e En v ir o nm e n t  
. Th� soc ial worker has an important role  to p l ay 
1n mak1ng t he environment respons ive to the needs of 
undocumented al iens . Polit ical act ion and brokerage advocacy are the i ndirect services in  which the work 
can be a par� isan advocate for changes in the presen�r Soc ial Secur1ty and Medi-Caid Programs which restri t benef its . By lobbying direct ly w ith citizens' g ro c 
i n  t he Mex ican American commun ity for these chang 
ups 
the soc ial worker can inf luence t he legislat ive 
es ,  
pro-ces. at a governmen t al level useful to clients L " k wf•• , if immigrat ion laws could be changed to �11 1 e­
a.an�sty �or p�rsons sixty-f ive and over who have 
ow 
res1ded 1 n  th1s  country for more than five years th · w<:>uld make a . 
large percentage of the Mexican pop�l a-
ls 
t 1on  �nd Mrun can elderly  el igible for S S I  and Med i-C . benef 1 t s . a1c  
. 
Brok�rag e , on the other . 
hand , entai ls act ing as an 
1 n termed 1 ary be tween the cl 1ent and ex isting services 
i n  the community  . 1 6  Brokerage , in this context recog­
n i zes the dependence of the individual on the �oc ial 
env ironmen t , and faci l i tates change by maximizing the 
re:..:. o L:r.-.es ava i lable  to the c l ient . 17 For examp le , a 
Mex i u�n s e n ior  seek ing mental heal  tb  services may be 
faced with inadequate housing , no medical or social 
s ecur i t y  benef i t s , and no al i en documentat ion . In such 
a case , t he soc ial  worker should review the cl ient ' s  
ex i st i n g  resources . I f  none exis t , the worker wou ld 
then seek out adequate resources for the c l i ent . In 
t h i s  way , brokerage expands the role of the advocate 
beyond the boundari es o f  the hospital setting to make 
sure that the c l ient reaches the appropriate  services . 
The In s t i tu t i o n  
Advoc acy serv i ces  which confront the barriers created 
by the inst i tut ion are both direct and indirect . �­
budsmanship dea l s  d irect ly with individuals wi thin the 
hea l t h  care i ns t itut ion , but research deals with in­
dividua l s  only  i n d irect ly . Onbudsmanship is concerned 
wi t h  correc t i n g  administrat ive problems and errors 
w i t h i n  the  hea l th i nst itut ion . Unl ike the broker , the 
ombudsman does not l ink up resources for needy clients , 
but pinpo i n t s  obstacles t he inst itut ion presents to 
patient s . Ombudsmanship provides an advocate to repre­
sent c l ien t s  who bel ieve t he i r  needs are not being met 
because o f  red t ape or that they are being given the 
run- around by an i nsens i t ive staff . 
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Research , in contras t , approaches i ns t i tut ional 
change indirect ly . lB The advocate may invest igate and 
document patterns of service complaints and interview 
clients to determine i f  they are satisfied with the 
s�rv ices pro\·ided by the inst itutions . Th is research 
would verify if the services provided are those needed 
by service consumers and detect gaps in the services . 
Research also specifies the barriers in measurable 
terms which enable the advocate to predict events which 
may occur again if conditions are not changed . 
Counseling and consumer educat ion , pol i t i cal act ion 
and brokerage , ombudsmanship and research are all  act­
ive practices in which social workers can engage . 
All should be pursued within mental health inst itut ions 
so as to ensure the maximum ut ilizat ion of existing 
services by undocument ed al iens . 
The fol lowing case history demonstrates the effi­
ciency of such a system . The services prov ided are 
problem recognit ion , counseling , consumer education , 
and brokerage ; 
Mr . A . , sixty-five years of age ,  i s  an i l l egal 
alien from Guadalaj ara , Mexico . He speaks only 
Spanish . He has no school ing , so he cannot 
read in Spanish or English . Mr . A.. has no 
family in the area ; only the fr iend from whom 
he rents  a smal l room , and with whom he shares 
food . 
Mr . A .  has resided in the U . S .  for more than 
twenty years and has paid Social Security con­
tribut ions and t axes from his pay as a dish­
washer j ust as nat ive-born Amer icans do . He 
presently draws $80 . 00 a month from odd j obs 
he does i n  the neighborhood . Mr . A .  is sick , 
yet he feels that he is not ent i tled to health 
and welfare benef its he supported with his 
taxes and Social Security contr ibut ions . He 
also fears deportation by the INS . Fortunately , 
he came to the att ent ion of a soc ial worker at 
the community health center . With assurance 
that he would not be turned over to the INS 
and that the services were free , Mr . A .  re­
ceived healt h  screening at the center . Lat er 
diagnosis revealed Mr . A .  had severe diabetes . 
The soc ial worker gained Mr . A . ' s  t rust and recognized 
his lack of resources as the major obstacle to using 
the health and other services he needed . The advocate 
advised Mr . A. about current �igrat ion laws wh ich 
might make h im el ig ible for resident alien st atus . As 
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:
n
�e���en
p
t
r 
a�
Si
ien, he wou ld be e l ig ible for Medi-Cal ov� ons Aft · d  t ' f  · M A ' r e asons for . . 
er � en 1 y � ng r . . s 
h im o f  his 
�0� seek�ng heal th car e , and ·informing 
sumer t h  
r lg t s under immigrat ion law and as a con 
med ic�l p
�
o
��vocat e used brokerage to resolve his -
res i denc t 
em
t 
s and get the paperwork underway for Y s a us and we l fare benef i t s : 
The wor ker ' s  f irst concern was obtain '  med�c at i <:>n for Mr . A .  Be purchased t��g th7 cat 1 o n  Wl th petty cash funds alloted f medl­purpos e : The worker then accompanied �� that 
�o a Un 1 �ed Way- funded agency for assis · A .  1 n  app l y 1 n g  f o r  res i dent al ien status 
t:nce 
1 a t e r , the worker accompanied Mr .  A . to th:eek we l fare o f f ice to prov ide support , and to 
make sure he unders tood t he necessary fo 
before s i gn i ng them .  
�s 
Mr . A .  1 s case shows how the advocate recognized 
t h e  c l i en t  1 s probl 7m ,  o�ercame th7 language difficult 
and l ac k  o f  e ducat 1 on , 1 n formed h 1m of  his l egal and
Y 
c o n s umer r i g ht s , and showed h im how to obtain the 
nec essary serv i ces from t he appropriate institution 
Advocacy prov i ded Mr . A .  with the med ical treatment · be 
n eeded a n d  served t o  connect h im with the required 
s e rv i c e s . 
Co n c l u s io n  
I t  i s  e s s en t ia l  t o  the ef f ect iveness of an ad­
vocacy program that  t h e  soc i a l  work administration and 
t h e  me n t a l  h ea l th adm i n i st rat i on agree on the  purpose 
and s cope o f  advocacy servi ces , so that together they 
c a n  prov i d e  a s t ructur e  i n  whi ch advocacy services 
can devel op . U t i l iz i n g  ex i s t i ng reso1:1rces , wherever 
p os s i b l e , ma i n t a i n i ng c l ose contac t  Wl t� the Mexican 
c ommu n i t y  t h e  i n s t i tu t ion serves ,  adher 1ng strictly 
to t he bas i c  human i ta r i an p r i n c ip les of advocacy , and 
worki ng together , soc i a l  workers . 
can transcend the 
barri er s that  have p r eva i l ed aga1nst consumers within 
i n st i tu t i o n s , as wel l  as overcom ing the cultural and 
e n v ironmen t a l  obs t a c l es t o  fu l l  u t i l i zation of mental 
he al t h care s er v i ces among the d i sadvant aged . 
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Cri t i que 
W i th the dat a we have the evidence of need , with 
the proposed method , we have been of fered a logical 
approach t o  d i f f i c u l t  condi t ions , but what we need 
now i s  a met ho d  for overcoming the ext raordi nary con­
d i t i on s . S a l c i do ' s  con t r ibut i on is both an offering 
an d a proj e c t i o n  of one of a number of seriou� social 
prob l ems i n  the Un ited States . As an offer i ng , this 
paper provides data sustaining the structure and valid­
i ty o f  a mode l ; as a proj ect ion , Sal cido fo cuses the 
phenomena o f  Un i t e d  S t ates/Mex ican border re l at ions 
a s  t h a t  s i tu a t i on concerns Un ited States nat i onal ism 
and Mex i c an a l i ens who are i l l egal res ident s ,  especially 
i n  southern Cal i fo rn i a .  The here and now situati ons , 
i d en t i f i e d  by S a l c i d o , as they pertain to "minority" 
i n d i v i dual s in the Un i ted States , continue wi thout 
e f f e c t ive i n t erven t ion from social workers who are 
t r a i n ing i n  the mores o f  t radit ional social and behav­
i o r a l  s c ience e p i s t emology . 
Not h i ng s t ands out so clear l y  as Salcido ' s state­
ment that "Despi t e  th e recent at tent ion focused on the 
spec i al needs o f  the Mex i can Ameri can , there i s  still 
a widespread l ack , even among professionals , of a 
work ing knowledge and unders t anding of the problems 
faci ng t h i s  part i c u l ar popu l a t i on . "  But the quest ion 
is : Where wou l d  t he Ameri can soc i al worker receive 
the k i nd of training wh ich Sal c i do claims they lack 
as a c l ass ?  To put i t  another way , where woul d the 
soc i al workers be s i g n i f i c an t l y  exposed to the works 
o f  such comprehens i ve s o c i a l  s chol ars as Rudolfo Alvarez, 
Kenne th Clark , Jon a th an Ko zel ,  Ivan D .  I ll i ch ,  and a ,  number of others who have experience and di scarded 
the Darwi n i st -based soc i al and behavioral science of 
American inst i tu t i ons o f  l earn i ng? There i s  l it tle ' 
66 
